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An ad hoc committee studying regionalizing fire service is expected to recommend creating a five-city fire district.


The advisory board on Friday will release the findings of its two-month study, which will suggest suburbs join together to make fire and rescue services more efficient.


“The municipalities involved should commit to, and invite others to join, a collaborative effort to manage EMS and fire service, the group’s recommendation says.

The core group of suburbs are Parma, Parma Heights, Berea, Brook Park and Middleburg Heights.


The advisory bard is made up of city officials from all five communities and Baldwin-Wallace College professors and students.


Parma Heights Mayor Martin Zanotti, the driving force behind regionalizing certain city services, said he believes one of the first aspects of fire service to be addressed would be dispatching, creating a mutual dispatch system that could be staffed by trained paramedics.


The system would free up each city’s police dispatchers from handling fire and rescue calls, while putting an emergency medical expert on the phone with 911 callers, Zanotti said.


Zanotti said regionalism would eliminate duplication of expensive and rarely used equipment, like ladder trucks, which would free up money to add paramedics to staffs and cross-train firefighters to create teams of specialists.


“We’re not looking to take firefighters off the streets,” Zanotti said. “This would enable us to add more.”


The committee is expected to lay out a four-phase approach to forming a collaborative fire district, starting with all five cities agreeing to work on the issue and inviting other suburbs to join.


The communities would then have out a plan to govern and operate the district and collaborate on purchases and staffing. 

